Introducing the New 2024-25
HCBA Section & Committee Chairs

5K PRO BONO RIVER RUN
Judge Alissa Ellison — 13th Judicial Circuit Court
Judge Darren Farfante — 13th Judicial Circuit Court

APPELLATE PRACTICE
David Costello — FL Office of the Attorney General
Dimitri Peteves — Creed & Gowdy, PA.

BAR LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
Alberto “Tito” Gonzalez — Imler Law
Haneen Kantar — Ferrentino + Brotz
Zane W. Katz — Trenam, Kemker, Scharf, Barkin,
Frye, 0'Neill & Mullis, PA.
Kimberly Lopater — Porter Wright Morris & Arthur LLP

BENCH BAR COMMITTEE
Judge Thomas Palermo — 13th Judicial Circuit Court
Judge Samantha Ward — 13th Judicial Circuit Court

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Ashley Ivanov — The Law Office of Ashley Ivanov
Lara LaVoie — LaVoie & Kaizer, PA.

CONSTRUCTION LAW
Kimberly Kelley — Paskert Divers Thompson
Alex Sarsfield — Paskert Divers Thompson

CRIMINAL LAW
Justin Petredis — The Law Offices of Justin Petredis
Amy Casanova-Ward — Florida Department of
Financial Services - Office of the General Counsel

DIVERSITY, EQUITY &
INCLUSION COMMITTEE

Katari Buck — Asiatico Law LLC
Tim Martin — Martin Law Office, PA.

ENVIRONMENTAL, LAND USE,
AND EMINENT DOMAIN
LAW SECTION

Ryan Reese — Moore Bowman & Reese
Gordon Schiff — Gordon J. Schiff, PA.
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GOVERNMENT LAWYERS
Alexa Cline — Office of the State Attorney
Christian Katchuk — 13th Judicial Circuit Court

HEALTH CARE LAW
Elizabeth “Beth” Scarola — Epstein Becker & Green, P.C.
Rebecca Arends Siviglia — Moffitt Cancer Center

IMMIGRATION
& NATIONALITY

Yova Borovska — Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney
Ashley Broussard — Bay Law Firm, PLLC

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
Andriy Lytvyn — Hill Ward Henderson
Patrick Reid — Hill Ward Henderson

JUDICIAL FOOD FESTIVAL
Justin Bennett — Gunster

LABOR & EMPLOYMENT
Amanda Biondolino — Amanda L. Biondolino PLLC
Raquel Jefferson — Phelps Dunbar

LAWYER MAGAZINE EDITOR
James Wimsatt — Harris, Hunt & Derr, PA.

MARITAL & FAMILY LAW
Kim Maxwell — Older Lundy Koch & Martino

MEDIATION & ARBITRATION
Amber Boles — Law Office of Amber Boles
Lara Tibbals — Tibbals Mediation, LLC

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
Vivian Hodz — Cortes Hodz Family Law & Mediation

MILITARY &
VETERANS AFFAIRS

Robert Barton — Rumberger/Kirk
Steve Collins — Law Office of Rory Weiner

PROFESSIONALISM
AND ETHICS

Anthony Garcia — Garcia Mediation
Lindsey Guinand —The Florida Bar

PROGRAM CHAIR
Anthony Garcia — Garcia Mediation

REAL PROPERTY PROBATE
& TRUST LAW

Melodie Khosrovani — Shutts & Bowen, LLP
Lauren Taylor — Johnson, Pope, Bokor, Ruppel & Burns, LLP

SECURITIES LAW
Chemere Ellis — Chemere Ellis, PLLC
Joshua Foutz — Bajo Cohen Agliano PA.

SENIOR COUNSEL
Tom Hyde — Attorney at Law
Don Smith — Smith, Tozian, Daniel & Davis, PA

SOLO/SMALL FIRM
David Carter — Carter Injury Law, PA
Dawn Myers — Myers Law, PA.

TAX LAW
Christopher Dingman — Johnson, Pope, Bokor, Ruppel

TECHNOLOGY LAW
Jason Pill — Phelps Dunbar
Kurt Sanger — Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney

TRIAL & LITIGATION
Lauren Humphries — Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION
Anthony Cortese — Anthony V. Cortese, Attorney at Law
Irene Rodriguez — Irene M. Rodriguez, PA
Ya'Sheaka Williams — Quintairos, Prieto, Wood & Boyer



WELCOME TO A GREAT NEW YEAR OF THE BAR LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
Bar Leadership Institute
Chairs: Alberto “Tito” Gonzalez - Imler Law; Haneen Kantar - Ferrentino + Brotz; Zane W. Katz - Trenam, Kemker, Scharf, Barkin, Frye, O’Neill & Mullis, PA.; & Kimberly Lopater - Porter Wright Morris & Arthur LLP

We, the new BLI Co-Chairs Zane
Katz, Kimberly Lopater, Alberto
“Tito” Gonzalez, and Haneen
Kantar, are extremely excited to
announce that the Hillsborough
County Bar Association Bar Leader-
ship Institute (BLI) is underway for
the 2024-2025 year! The BLI
program begun with a Welcome
Reception on September 26, 2024
and runs through May 2025.

We are excited and honored to
serve the HCBA and this year’s
BLI Class and are eager to offer
incredible opportunities that will
inspire the next generation of

HCBA leadership. We would like to
introduce ourselves.

Zane Katz is a Commercial
Litigation Associate with Trenam,
Kemker, Scharf, Barkin, Frye,
O’Neill & Mullis, PA. Outside of
work, Zane is a member of the
HCBA Young Lawyer Division Pro
Bono Committee and is an active
member of the Florida Bar Business
Law Section, serving on its Chapter
48 Taskforce.

Kimberly Lopater is a Litigation
Associate with Porter Wright
Morris & Arthur. In addition to
serving as BLI Co-Chair, Kim is

The BLI program aims to
identify and develop those
attorneys who demonstrate
ambition to grow into future
HCBA and community leaders.

the HAWL Leadership Academy
Co-Chair and Vice President of
the Journey to Esquire Scholarship
and Leadership Program.

Alberto “Tito” Gonzalez is a
Labor and Employment Associate
with Imler Law and has previously
served as the Co-Chair of the Social
Events Committee for the HCBA
Young Lawyers Division.

Last, but certainly not least,
Haneen Kantar is an Associate
at Ferrentino + Brotz where she
practices civil litigation with a

Continued on page 23

Last year’s Bar Leadership Institute class at the BLI Closing Reception in May 2024.
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WELCOME TO A GREAT NEW YEAR OF THE BAR LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE

Bar Leadership Institute

specialty in medical malpractice.
During law school, Haneen served
as President of the Pro Bono
Service Initiative and Co-Founder
of the Middle Eastern North
African Law Students Association.

We look forward to a great
BLI year!

The BLI program aims to
identify and develop those
attorneys who demonstrate
ambition to grow into future
HCBA and community leaders.
Those who are selected for the
Class of 2025 will gain access to
unique opportunities to engage
with HCBA leadership, develop
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professional relationships with
leaders across Tampa Bay, and give
back to the community through
service projects.

Each month, members of the
BLI program will attend a
“module” hosted by a local business
or government entity. We start in
Ybor with a tour of the renowned
J.C. Newman Cigar Company, and
will continue around the city
visiting places like the Tampa Fire
Rescue and Tampa Police
Department training facility,
MacDill Air Force Base, and the
Port of Tampa. By the end of each
module, members will gain a
uniquely valuable understanding of
the community and the leaders who
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Sept. 19, 2024

HCBA Welcome Back Reception
The Vault

Oct. 25, 2024
YLD Golf Tournament
Temple Terrace Golf & Country Club

have made our city a nationally
acclaimed place to live and work.
In addition to the modules, the
BLI Class will attend HCBA events
and board meetings to elevate their
involvement in the organization and
learn about the various ways they
can serve the HCBA. Members will
also coordinate and lead a community
service project to support a local
non-profit organization. m

Authors: Alberto “Tito” Gonzalez —
Imler Law; Haneen Kantar —
Ferrentino + Brotz; Zane W, Katz —
Trenam, Kemker, Scharf, Barkin, Frye,
O’Neill & Mullis, PA.; & Rimberly
Lopater — Porter Wright Morris &
Arthur LLP

HCBA
Events

Dec. 5, 2024
HCBA Holiday Open House

Chester Ferguson Law Center

Mar. 29, 2025
16th Annual 5K Pro Bono River Run &
21st Annual Judicial Food Festival

Stetson Law Tampa Campus and Riverwalk

Nov. 14, 2024

27th Annual Bench Bar Conference
& Membership Luncheon

Hilton Downtown Tampa
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Learn more about HCBA events at
www.hillsbar.com. STAY CONNECTED.
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